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Shinto and Jinja (Shinto Shrines)

In Japan, it is believed that all of nature is inhabited by kami
(deities). Sun, moon, sea and river, mountains and valleys,
fire, water, wind, rock and trees—all things are kami or the
embodied form of kami.

Often called yaoyorozu no kami (the "eighty myriads of
kami"), these deities provide humans with life, protection in
manifold forms, and direction in the ways of right, not to men-
tion providing the bounty of the four seasons—this is the es-
sence of Shinto, the simple natural faith followed in Japan since
more than ten-thousand years ago.

Jinja (shrines) are the sacred places where the kami are en-
shrined, and where their symbols (mirrors, craggy rocks, trees
and other epiphanies or dwellings of the kami) are worshiped.
Each shrine is devoted to various of the "80 myriads of kami,"
particularly those which are considered the ancestral deities of
the local community or clan.
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The Great Kami Inari
and the Kasama Inari Jinja

The great kami known as Inari was originally known by the
name Ukanomitama no kami; according to the oldest collection of
Japanese mythology, the Kojiki ('Records of Ancient Matters"),
Ukanomitama no kami was the child of Susand no 6kami and
Kamuéichihime no kami. The "Uka" in the name means food-
stuffs, indicating the "mysterious spirit dwelling in the grain." In
short, Ukanomitama no kami is known as the kami with jurisdic-
tion over the five grains and foodstuffs, the life-root kami having
mastery over the sources of life itself.

Devoted to this same Ukanomitama no kami, the Kasama Inari
Shrine is one of the three largest Inari shrines in Japan, having
been awarded the ancient court rank of Senior First Grade. Ac-
cording to the shrine's legendary history, Kasama Inari was foun-
ded in 651 during the reign of Japan's 36th emperor, Kotoku, thus
boasting of a history extending over some thirteen centuries. Par-
ticularly during the Tokugawa period, the Kasama Inari Shrine re-
ceived the devoted patronage of the feudal lord of the Kasama Do-
main, and spread its influence not only through the Kanto region
but throughout all of Japan. At present, the shrine is visited by
more than 3.5 million pilgrims each year.
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Lord of Kasama Domain

Major Virtues

Family safety
Business Prosperity
Production
Revitalization
Growth and Maturation
Vital Creativity
Protection from Fire
Traffic Safety
Safety during Travel

Success in School Examinations

Matchmaking

Prosperity of Rice Wine(sake) Breweries

Protection during Bad Luck Years

Etc.
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Annual Ceremonies at the Kasama Inari Jinja
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New Year's Festival

From the stroke of midnight on New Year's eve,
hundreds of thousands of visitors fill the precincts
of the Kasama Inari shrine, celebrating the new
year and praying for the longevity of the imperial
house, the safety of the nation, and for world
peace, not to mention the good fortune and pros-
perity of each individual parishioner and worshiper
during the coming year. The shrine precincts are
filled with large numbers of visitors from New
Year's eve into the next day, and the number of

pilgrims to Kasama Inari during the month of Janu-
ary alone is the largest of any Shinto shrine or
Buddhist temple in Ibaraki Prefecture.
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Hatsuuma Matsuri
(First Day of the Horse)

This festival is held on the first day of the horse
(according to the old astrological calendar) in the
month of February. This seasonal period signals
the transition from winter to spring, coinciding
with the reemergence and renewed activity of
plants and other forms of life. The festival thus
celebrates the new year's revival of life and the re-
newed beginnings of all things.

At Kasama Inari Jinja, this festival offers prayers
to the deity for successful maturation of the year's
harvest and prosperity for industry, while also be-
seeching world peace and national safety.
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Setsubun Tsuina-sai

February 3 or the day before the spring equinox
is considered the last day of winter, and on this
day, a festival is held to drive out noxious spirits
and invoke good fortune. At Kasama Inari, fol-
lowing completion of the official ritual at the Hall
of Worship, a specially constructed platform in the
shrine precincts is the site for the performance of
an ancient ritual of driving out evil (tsuinashiki)
using peachwood bows, rush arrows, and peach-
wood staves. Some 300 officiants dressed in tra-
ditional formal attire throw out good-luck beans
and cash specially prepared according to secret
techniques passed down through the family of the
shrine's chief priest.

Also on that day, special gold emblems are dis-
tributed as talismans for personal safety.



PreEst

BELERERICHEDHAATIE. HIC
HEOBREMITH D, BTS2 R
THRONHDET, FTEKE T
A<V EbFW, b L3z
MeEH®RLET. FORUDIZHED,
B QBRI EROREEY
B 2BR0, ZThMNERTT, 4H
Tk AADFRELZIFEEZBTES LD,
RNLZ MR, BHITRESR E BE
WSV ZE /IO, ZheEEHT 5
WIIBNTHIEEESIBRV LD
TWET,

Kinensai (Toshigoi Matsuri)

Japan's deepest cultural roots originate in agri-
culture, and within the ritual calendar, two of the
most important observances are the prayers for a
good harvest in spring, and the festival of harvest
thanks in autumn. The kinensai is also called
toshigoi no matsuri, where toshi refers to the har-
vest of grains (goi or koi means "entreaty"); it is
observed near the beginning of each year, raising
prayers to the kami for a good harvest, and for the
safety of the nation.

Today, the festival's significance has broadened
to include more general prayers for a full and sat-
isfying life during the year, and for home safety,
business prosperity, success in school examina-
tions and other more concrete mundane desires;
in turn, supplicants also offer their vows to give
their own full efforts to assure the successful fru-
ition of their entreaties.
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Major Annual Festival
Kasama Inari's major annual festival is held on
April 9, the shrine's legendary founding day. On

that day, ritual offerings of incense ceremony and
tea ceremony are made at the Hall of Worship, to-
gether with offerings of famous rice wines (sake)
from more than seventy breweries located in Ibar-
aki Prefecture.

Within the shrine precincts, exhibitions of flow-
er arranging (tkebana) are presented by various
schools, including Ikenobd, Koryi, Sogetsu, and
Oharary, while outdoor tea ceremonies are per-
formed by members of the Edo Senke, Omote

Senke and Ura Senke schools of tea.
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Rice Transplanting Festival (Taue)
The festival of rice transplanting or faue is ob-
served at a special site prepared at the shrine's sa-
cred rice fields at the time of the spring trans-
planting of the new rice seedlings. At that time,
special prayers are offered to the deity Inari 6kami
for successful maturation of the grain. In con-
junction with the divine rites, the special divine
dances Inarimai and Karyobin are exhibited at the
Hall of Sacred Dance, and to the accompaniment of
traditional rice transplanting songs, the seedlings
are transplanted in accordance with ancient cus-
tom by parishioners and selected young women.
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Chrysanthemum Festival

Begun in 1890, Kasama Inari's Chrysanthemum
Festival is Japan's oldest. In 1908, shrine gar-
dens were established as a place for the exhibition
of chrysanthemum flowers, thereby providing pa-
rishioners with a calming atmosphere, and stimu-
lating their sense of closeness to the earth; since
that time, the shrine's Chrysanthemum Festival
has grown larger each year. In 1948, an exhibi-
tion of "chrysanthemum mannequins"—human fig-
ures formed from chrysanthemum blooms—was
added; the festival is now known as one of Japan's
representative flower celebrations, drawing some
600,000 visitors from throughout the nation.
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Annual Ceremonies at the Kasama Inari Jinja
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Niinamesai and
Offering of Firstfruits

Each November 23, thanks are given in this fes-
tival for the abundant harvest and success in other
productive endeavors. Specially consecrated of-
ferings are presented to the kami at this time, to-
gether with first fruits of harvest and sericulture,
and prayers are offered for future blessings.
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Yabusame (Mounted Archery)

This ceremonial form of equine archery is ob-
served as a form of divination for the year's har-
vest—a subject with strong associations to the de-
ity Inari. Each November 3, members of the
Ogasawara school of mounted archery perform the
rite at a special archery facility in accordance with
ancient precedent; the observance is one of the
three major performance of yabusame in the Kanto
Plain region.

In addition, the Ogasawara school also performs
the sansanku tebasami ritual on the day of the au-
tumnal equinox (September 23).
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Garden of Eternal Prayer

Made entirely of Japanese zelkova-wood (keyaki), the Hon-
den (Main Sanctuary) of the shrine was constructed during the
Ansei-Man'en eras (1854-1861); in 1988 it was designated by
the Japanese government as an Important Cultural Asset.
Likewise, the shrine gardens include a rare Yaefuji wisteria ar-
bor, the trunk of which is some four-hundred years old, and
which has been designated an Important Natural Monument by

Ibaraki Prefecture.

ZE/\ABEDE  Carving on Main Sanctuary, called Santé happd nirami no rya
("the three-headed dragon that stares angrily in all directions").



#HZAE Honden
(Main Sanctuary)
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The City of Kasama—
Home of Kasama Inari

The city of Kasama is a smaller regional
city with a population of 31,000, located in
Ibaraki Prefecture at the northern part of ? Wd
Japan's Kant6 plain region. The city has a ?
long history, and archaeological excavations
have unconvered settlements in the area ¥
dating back to the Jomon period (ca. 5000 B.C.E.-ca. 250 B.C.E.). The
town was long associated with Kasama Inari Jinja, but in the year
1205, Kasama Tokiasa constructed a castle on the nearby mountain of
Sashirosan, leading to the development of Kasama as a feudal "castle
town" as well. In the Tokugawa period (1600-1867),
the Kasama domain was led at one time by the her-

editary daimyo of the Asano family, one of whom
gained fame in the story of the "Forty-Seven Ronin."

As a result of its long history, the streets of Kasama
feature numerous historical sites, and its elegant, tradi-
tional outlines have garnered for it the title, "Little
Kyoto of the Kanto."

Since the early modern period, city's development
has centered particularly on its well-known Kiln in-
dustry (Kasama-ware) and its Inada granite indus-

try. At present, Kasama continues to be known for
these industries as well as for being home to the
Kasama Inari Shrine, making it a city of
culture, arts, and tourism.
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Kasama-Ware Ceramics

Kasama is known as a center of
the kiln industries for its distinctive
Kasama-ware, which has flourished
since the transmission of Shigaraki-
ware from Omi Province by the fa-
mous potter Nagauemon in the An'ei
period (1772-1781). From that time,
the Kasama kilns received the patro-

of over two-hundred years.

Popular for its restrained warmth,
Kasama-ware is produced in central-
ized kiln groups as well as in numer-
ous independent studios. From the
hands of master craftspersons, many
distinctive and unique works of Kasa-
ma-ware are produced, ranging from

REHL S IR T709. nage of the daimyo of the Kasama objects of daily use to sheer works of
A EE THI905 domain, resulting in its present history ~ art.

Location of the City of Kasama

70 minutes from Tokyo,

on the JR Line Tokky( (Limited Express train).
About 90 minutes from Tokyo by car,

on the Jéban Expressway.
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The Seven Gods of Fortune of
Hitachi Province

Local pilgrimage circuits can be found
throughout Japan dedicated to the
seven gods of fortune (fukujin). The
pilgrimage circuit in Hitachi Province
(present-day Ibaragi Prefectune) con-
nected eight temples and shrines
throughout the region of Suigdé and
Tsukuba National Park, and was
known as having the longest circuit of
any of the fukujin piligrimages in Ja-
pan.
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Kasama Inari Jinja

Shrine Offices of Kasama Inari Jinja

1 Kasama, Kasama-shi,

Ibaraki-ken 309-1611 Japan

Tel: 0296-73-0001

Fax.: 0296-73-0002

Telephone service: 0296-73-0003
Home Page http://www.kasama.or.jp/
E-mail info@kasama.or.jp




